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than $2 million for the syse
tem, at the rate of $47,000 a
month over a 10-year period,
At the time the contract was
[ |apptoved, Datamatic had not
placed any of the machines
in operation.

The system was scheduled
originally to be in operation
1/ last year, bul it was delayed

“The people of Los Angeles |entered into a contract with|and the electronic computing
the Datamatic Corp.,
sidiary of the Minneapolis-

| program is now a year behind
schedule.
»or o

USE OF THE electronic sys-
tem was sold to the board on
the basis that the device could
do the work more effectively
and efficiently and that it
would save the county money.

Supervisor Hahn - opposed
the contract when he learned
that Datamatic had not built
any machines or placed them
in operation when the county
entered into the contract.

“Yet, with this sad experi-
ence behind them, the supers
visors voled 3-2 to spend an-
other $300,000 for an elec
tronic device to count election
ballots,” Hahn stated.
« Supervisor Hahn, supported
by Supervisor Ernest II. Debs,
voted against the increased
expenditure, pointing out that
the county had already paid
out $600,000 in tax money for
the development of the vote
countet.

VOTING FOR the additional
expenditure were Supervisors
Frank G. Bonelli, Burton W,
Chace and Warren M. Dorn.

Iin January, 1983, the board
entered into a contract with
the Norden-Ketay Corp. for
the development of an elec-
troic vote counting device.
The contract called for the
county to pay out $600,000
for the development of the
system and ownership of the
prototype machine,

- L] Ll

AT THAT TIME, Hahn vig-
orously opposed the contract
on the following grounds:

1. Norden-Ketay had never
built a vote counting device
of the type proposed.

2, The contract called for
the county to subsidize the
development of the ‘device,
which if it proved successful
could be sold all over the
United States.

3. There was no guarantee
that the company could build
the device or that it would
work.,

4. There are serious ques-
tions about whether the sancti
ty of the ballot would be pye-
served.

. . L]

HOWEVER, ON the repre-
sentation that the electronic
device would result in say ings
to the taxpayers, the board
voted 4-1 to enter the con-
tract, with only Supervisor
Il.ahn in opposition,

Subsequently, Norden-Ketay
Corp. was taken over by
United Aircraft Corp.

At the budget hearings last
June it was learned that
‘United Aircraft required the
county to spend another $300,-
000 for development of the
vote counting device.

PR

THIS WEEK the board vot-
ed to approve an amended
contract for development of
the vote counting  device
which made the  $300,000
additional available to United
Aircraft,

In opposing the contract,
Hahn pointed out that hls
original objections still re-
mained; that the county had
ho guarantee that the system
would work, that the county
was subsidizing the develop-
ment of a commercial device
which could be sold all over
the country.

In view of the experience
with the Datamatic system, he
urged that the board adopt a
more critical attitude toward
the “miracle machines” and
demand assurance that (he
money spent would produce
savings for the taxpayers,
without problems such as the

errors in printing the tax
bills.

Literary C_onsultont
To Address Writers

Bert Mitchell Anderson,. lit-
erary consultant and writers'
coach, will be guest speaker
al the October mee ting of
I\uulh\\ml Manuscripters at 8
pm. Friday in the Clark Sta-
| dium

Community  Building,
861 Valley Drive, Hermosa
| Boach, His (opic will bo “ITow
To Put A Book Together

Founder of the Writers'
| Marker League, Anderson has
{ coached writers for more than
]'J.i years,
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